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Table 20.1 
Itinerary of writing-master Allison (Abel) Wrifford (1779–1844) in the eastern United States, August 
1805–November 1840. 
 
Location Date of 
Arrival 
Date of 
Departure 
Place Assistant Number of 
Lessons 
Notes 
       
Royalton, Vt. 1805      
Boston 29 June 1805  Private family    
Boston 21 Feb. 1806  Room adjoining 
Concert Hall 
   
Portland, Maine 7 Aug. 1806 18 Aug. 1806 Mr. Graffam’s, 
Middle Street 
 24  
Portsmouth, N.H. 9 Sept. 1806 16 Sept. 1806 Mr. Payson’s 
Boarding House 
 30  
Washington, D.C. 8 Apr. 1807     Received mail 
Boston 27 Jan. 1808 2 Feb. 1808 Boston Coffee House   Returned from 
southern states 
Boston 3 May 1808  “Room . . . in some 
pleasant part of the 
Town” 
   
Salem, Mass. 13 Dec. 1808 25 Feb. 1809 Schools of Knapp and 
Tappan 
 30 From Boston 
Newburyport, 
Mass. 
5 Dec. 1809    12  
Salem, Mass. 10 Feb. 1810 1 May 1810 Room over “Hard-
Ware Store” of Mr. 
Cloutman 
 12  
Newburyport, 
Mass.  
15 Mar. 1810 17 Apr. 1810     
Boston 26 Mar. 1810 16 Apr. 1810 84 Exchange Coffee 
House 
   
Portland, Maine 25 June 1810  Columbian Hall Richmond 12  
Dover, N.H. 14 July 1810  Captain Riley’s    
Portsmouth, N.H. 7 July 1810 6 Sept. 1810 Assembly Room Rand 12  
Providence 31 July 1810 8 Sept. 1810 Rooming at 
Ammidon’s 
Blake  Students at 
Providence 
College 
Exeter, N.H. 1 Oct. 1810 15 Oct. 1810 Judge Rogers, near 
the academy 
Rand   
Salem, Mass. 5 Jan. 1811  Wakefield Place, over 
Social Insurance 
Office 
Rand 12  
Boston 9 Jan. 1811  129 Exchange Coffee 
House 
   
Providence 1 Mar. 1811 6 Apr. 1811 Mr. Chappotin’s 
Golden Ball 
Rand 12–13  
Salem, Mass. 9 Sept. 1811 8 Oct. 1811 Over William Dean’s 
store 
G. Dean 15  
Boston 6 Mar. 1812 24 Mar. 1812 Over Gayett’s 
confectionary 
 16  
Roxbury, Mass. 5 Nov. 1812 23 Nov. 1812 Sumner Hall, 
Roxbury Street 
Langhurst   
Boston 1 Feb. 1813 6 Feb. 1813 Back of Joy’s 
buildings 
 20  
Boston 13 Jan. 1814  Centinel Printing 
Company 
   
 2 
Boston 1 Feb. 1814 5 Apr. 1814 3 1/2 Sudbury Street, 
near Concert Hall 
   
Boston 14 June 1814 11 Nov. 1814 3 Dorsett’s Alley Morrison   
Boston 22 Jan. 1816  J. Dow’s long room Leonard  $100 prize for 
best writing 
Boston 19 Aug. 1816  3 Cornhill  20  
Providence 4 Mar. 1817 25 Mar. 1817 Mr. Chappotin’s    
New Haven, Conn. 8 Dec. 1818  At the schoolhouse in 
Orange Street 
 15 From Boston 
Baltimore 16 Feb. 1819 18 Mar. 1819 Liberty Street 
Academy 
  Business hand 
Washington, D.C. 2 July 1819 8 July 1819 No. 5, seven 
buildings 
 12 From 
Philadelphia, 
Boston, and 
Baltimore 
Salem, Mass. 15 Aug. 1820  Over Henry 
Whipple’s bookstore, 
3rd floor 
 12 Returned from 
southern states 
Newburyport, 
Mass. 
5 Dec. 1820  Hall in Phenix 
Building 
   Introduced by 
public lecture 
Portsmouth, N.H. 29 Dec. 1820    9  
Portland, Maine 21 June 1821 4 Sept. 1821 Beethoven Hall, 
Academy 
   
Salem, Mass. 13 June 1821 7 July 1821 Latin School   Introductory 
lecture 
Boston 16 Dec. 1822 19 Dec. 1822 Scollay’s building, 
Pemberton’s Hill 
 20 Mercantile 
penmanship 
Boston 27 Feb. 1823  2 Pemberton’s Hill  20 Attacked J. 
Jenkins 
Nantucket, Mass. 9 Sept. 1823 16 Sept. 1823    From Boston 
Philadelphia 4 Nov. 1824     Provided best 
testimonials 
Charleston 23 Dec. 1824  Queen and Archdale 
Streets 
 12  
Charleston 17 Jan. 1825  Fowler’s Hall, Queen 
and Archdale Streets 
  Lecture 
Providence 23 May 1828 13 June 1828 Now in town Parkhurst, 
Colburn 
  
Woodstock, Vt. 21 Nov. 1840     Bridgewater, 
Vt., diary entry 
 
Sources: “Early American Newspapers”; Montague, “Memorandum Book.” 
